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H o l o c a u s t



One way each of  us  can f ight  ant i-Semit ism is  to
make sure  the  Holocaust  is  not  forgotten.  The
generat ion of  people  who survived the Holocaust
more than 70 years  ago is  dwindl ing.  What  wi l l
happen when they are  gone? Many of  them fear  that
the very  real  and horri f ic  things  they went  through
wil l  fade from publ ic  awareness  af ter  they are  no
longer  around to  remind us .  

We must  make sure  that  doesn’t  happen.  

The Holocaust  resulted from Adolf  Hit ler ’s
determinat ion to  e l iminate  a l l  people  groups he
deemed undesirable .  These included the disabled,
gypsies ,  homosexuals ,  and most  of  a l l ,  the  Jewish
people .  Between 1933  and 1945 ,  h is  regime worked
to systematical ly  murder  s ix  mil l ion Jewish people
and mil l ions  more who didn’t  f i t  Hit ler ’s  def ini t ion
of  acceptable .
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From the horrors  that  took place  in  World War I I
rose  stories  of  heroes  who saved Jewish l ives .  

Some names are  wel l-known,  l ike  Oscar  Schindler
and Corrie  Ten Boom.  But  there  are  a lso  many
others  whose stories  of  bravery  are  largely
unknown.  

When faced with barbaric  disregard and cruelty
toward their  fe l low man,  these  ordinary  people
showed remarkable  courage and kindness .  

Here are  a  few of  their  stories . . .
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heroes
C O M M O N



Jewish men crowded into  the  basement  of  the  town
hal l  in  Sosnowiec,  Poland.  They’d  been rounded up
by Nazi  soldiers  just  four  days  af ter  Germany
invaded Poland.  Marched at  gunpoint ,  they were
led to  the  stuf fy ,  windowless  basement .  “Who is  the
rabbi?”  a  soldier  demanded.  “Step forward now,  or
10 men wi l l  d ie !”

An e lderly  man stepped forward.  The soldiers
grabbed him and took him out  of  the  room.  They
beat  him merci less ly  and pul led out  hal f  of  his
beard.  When they f inished assault ing him,  they
threw him back in  the  basement  with  the  others .  

The old  man was not  the  rabbi .  The rabbi  was  not
among that  col lect ion of  men.  The noble ,  aged man
could see  what  lay  ahead.  How many tens  of  men
would die  because no rabbi  was  present  to  step
forward? He of fered his  l i fe  to  save  others .  

As  i t  turns  out ,  the  men were let  go  that  day.  They
were conscripted to  work for  the  Germans for  a
t ime before  being sent  to  various  concentrat ion
camps where many of  them died.

Part 1: An Elderly Man
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Manya Friedman knows the story  of  the  e lderly
Jewish man because her  father  was  among the men
taken to  the  c i ty  hal l  basement  that  day.
Eventual ly ,  she and her  family  were deported,  f irst
to  a  ghetto  and then to  di f ferent  camps.  Manya was
13  years  o ld  when she was taken to  work at  Gleiwitz
camp.  

Years  later ,  in  January 1945 ,  as  the  Russians
advanced on Germany’s  strongholds ,  Nazi
commanders  ta lked about  evacuat ing the camp.
Manya’s  fr iend,  Lola ,  was  very  s ick  in  the
inf irmary.  Because every  morning,  the  soldiers
threatened to  burn everything down after  they lef t
with  the  able  prisoners ,  Manya was determined to
get  Lola  out .  She convinced another  fr iend to  help,
and together ,  they succeeded.

The three gir ls  jo ined other  prisoners ,  and of f icers
took them to  a  train  stat ion where they were
loaded into  open rai lway cars  with  no roof .  Each
one received bread and a  blanket .  The blanket  did
l i t t le  to  stave  of f  the  bi t ter  winter  cold .  Manya 

Part 2: A Friend
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knew Lola  was  too weak to  survive  the  tr ip  without
help.  She led her  to  a  corner  of  the  car  and stood
in front  of  her  fr iend.  With her  hands on the s ide
rai ls  and her  back to  the  pressing hoards,  Manya
protected Lola  from being crushed.  

For  10  days ,  Manya guarded Lola  in  that  tra in  car .
When i t  was  f inal ly  over ,  her  arms were bruised
and swol len.

Al l  three gir ls  survived the war,  and Manya and
Lola  remained c lose  fr iends af ter  they emigrated
from Europe and sett led in  di f ferent  parts  of  the
world.

Part 2: A Friend
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During that  terr ible  train  r ide,  Manya and the
others  were not  g iven water  or  addit ional  food.  In
the miserable  condit ions,  a  g ir l  had fa inted in  the
next  train  car .  

A  nurse  from their  camp was in  that  car ,  and,  even
in the face  of  her  own suffer ing,  the  woman cared
for  others  among her .  

When the train  stopped at  a  stat ion,  the  nurse
cl imbed up on the rai ls  with  a  t in  cup and begged a
soldier  for  some water  for  the  gir l .  Instead of
giv ing i t  to  her ,  he  shot  her .  She fe l l  to  the  ground
between two cars .  This  nurse  gave her  l i fe  to  help
another .

Part 3: A Nurse
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The bread they’d  received at  the  start  of  their
appal l ing journey did  not  last  long.  Without  water ,
prisoners  quenched their  thirst  with  the  snow that
fe l l  on their  b lankets .  They were cold,  thirsty  and
hungry.

At  one point ,  they found themselves  stopped at  a
stat ion in  Czechoslovakia .  Manya remembers  the
Czech people  as  very  kind.  They attempted to  g ive
the prisoners  food and water ,  but  German soldiers
prevented i t ,  even shoot ing some of  those who
tried.  

Despite  the  danger,  some Czech c i t izens  were so
determined to  help  the  caged prisoners  that  they
stood on overpasses  and threw food down into  the
rai lway cars  as  they c lattered by  underneath.  How
many spir i ts  did  these  ordinary  heroes  revive  by
their  k indness?  How many l ives  did  the  Czech
people  save  by  their  unyielding compassion? 

Part 4: Strangers
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Manya was deported direct ly  from her  place  of
employment  and sent  to  the  Gleiwitz  work camp,
but  her  parents  and s ibl ings  were taken to
Auschwitz .  She didn’t  know what  happened to  them
unti l  decades  af ter  the  war  ended.  

Manya was at  a  get-together  in  Israel ,  where Lola
had sett led,  and met  someone who had been on the
same transport  as  her  parents .  This  person told  her
that  during the select ion process  at  Auschwitz ,  her
mother  and l i t t le  brother  were separated in  a
di f ferent  l ine  from her  father  and an older  brother .
Manya’s  father  couldn’t  bear  to  let  his  wife  and
young chi ld  go a lone to  their  fate .  He lef t  his  l ine
and jo ined them in  theirs .  They were a l l  k i l led.  

At  f irst ,  Manya was angry at  her  father .  After  a l l ,  i f
he  had stayed in  his  l ine ,  perhaps she would have
had some family  to  reunite  with  af ter  the  war.  But
later ,  Manya came to  appreciate  his  great  love  that
would not  let  his  wife  and chi ld  go through a lone
what  lay  ahead.

Part 5: A Husband
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Manya was rescued from Rechl in  labor  camp by the
Swedish Red Cross  in  Apri l  of  1945 .  She eventual ly
immigrated to  America  and spent  many years
volunteering at  the  United States  Holocaust
Memorial  Museum (USHMM).  She traveled
extensively ,  te l l ing  her  story .  In  a  USHMM
interview recorded in  2013 ,  just  a  few months
before  she died,  Manya said:

“ I  s t i l l  have a  hard t ime comprehending how this
could have taken place .  And that ’s  why we’re  trying
to  teach you –  l ike  a  warning –  what  can happen
when we do not  speak up,  when we do not  get
involved….  Please  speak up when you see
injust ice….  We have to  be  on the  lookout . ”

Part 6: Final Words
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survival
M I R A C L E



Night  was  sett ing in .  Henry Solomon was
surrounded by dead and dying Jewish people  as  he
huddled against  the  back wal l  of  the  pol ice  stat ion
courtyard in  Ias i  (pronounced Yash) ,  Romania .
They’d  been told  to  report  and exchange their
identi f icat ion cards  for  new ones .  But  when they
got  there,  they encountered a  di f ferent  story .
Henry didn’t  know i t ,  but  when he entered that
courtyard,  he  walked into  the  sett ing of  what
would be  one of  the  most  gruesome pogroms of  the
Holocaust .  

I t  had been planned for  days .  Germany had invaded
Russia ,  and now,  German tanks and soldiers
swarmed through the c i ty  of  Ias i .  When Russians
bombed the train  stat ion,  Germany insisted the
Jews had provided the necessary  information for
the attack.  

Tensions  in  town had grown to  the  point  that  

Surviving One of the
Holocaust’s Worst
Pogroms
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fr ightened non-Jewish famil ies  painted crosses  on
their  houses  or  windows to  indicate  “Leave us
alone.”  They knew what  was  coming.  

When an a irplane overhead released a  s ignal  f lare
the night  of  June 28 ,  1941 ,  shots  rang out
s imultaneously  a l l  over  town.  German soldiers
began rampaging through the c i ty ,  pounding on
doors ,  arrest ing Jewish men and indiscriminately
ki l l ing.  

Once-fr iendly  neighbors  turned on the Jewish
people ,  jo ining in  the  wave of  v ic ious  aggression.
“Our Christ ian neighbors ,”  sa id  Lazar  Leibovic i ,
“whom I  considered my fr iends,  came out  of  their
homes with iron bars ,  hoes ,  spades  and guns and
began to  hi t  us . "

The streets  were l i t tered with the  bodies  of  Jewish
people  who had been shot :  Men,  women and
chi ldren.  German soldiers  and Romanian pol ice
rounded up Jewish people  to  detain  at  pol ice
headquarters .  

Henry’s  family  l ived on a  corner  where three
streets  met .  His  father  refused to  let  anyone go
outside.  Instead,  they hid  and kept  watch at  the
windows.  When soldiers  came to  one s ide  of  the
house,  the  men s l ipped out  another .
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But  Henry had s lept  at  the  family ’s  shop the night
before  and didn’t  know what  had happened in  his
neighborhood that  night .  The fo l lowing day,
unaware of  the  danger,  Henry went  to  the  pol ice
stat ion as  instructed.  

Haim Solomon told  the  story  of  what  his  brother
saw when he arr ived in  the  stat ion’s  courtyard.
Al igned on ei ther  s ide  of  the  entrance were
Germans and Romanians who savagely  assaulted
the Jews as  they passed by,  hi t t ing them in  the
head with brutal  force  or  shoot ing them in  the
temple .

Henry was among those who c leared the gauntlet
unwounded.  As  twi l ight  fe l l  and he found himsel f
near  the  back wal l  of  the  complex,  the  dead and
dying a l l  around him,  he  knew he had to  do
something.  Without  being seen,  he  and another
detainee scaled the wal l  and f led.

They found a  woodshed of  a  house with a  painted-
on cross .  Inside,  s tacks  of  f irewood reached the
cei l ing.  They removed enough logs  to  l ie  down and
hide within the pi le ,  then replaced the wood on top
of  themselves .  Then,  they quiet ly  waited.

Throughout  the  night  and the next  day,  the
shootings  and arrests  cont inued.  
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By mid-day on June 29 ,  some 5 ,000‒6,000 Jewish
people  had survived the entrance assaults  and were
assembled at  the  pol ice  stat ion.  Around 2 :30 p .m. ,  a
fa lse  a ir  ra id  s iren blared,  and soldiers  opened f ire
on the corral led Jewish people .  “The massacre
continued for  several  hours ,”  notes  the  USHMM,
“unti l  the  execut ioners  were exhausted,  and less
than hal f  of  the  Jewish prisoners  remained a l ive .”

While  Henry lay  hidden under  the  f irewood,  his
brother  Haim remained holed up with his  family  in
their  home.  For  several  days ,  they peered through
ground-level  basement  windows and saw Jewish
people  marched down the streets  and kicked or
shot  i f  they didn’t  go  fast  enough,  the  local  rabbi
included.  His  body lay  in  the  street  for  days  before
things  quieted down and some neighbors  removed
it .  After  f ive  or  s ix  days ,  the  Solomons began to  go
outside again.

But  that  wasn’t  the  end of  the  Ias i  Pogrom.  The
Jewish people  who had survived the massacre  at
the pol ice  stat ion had been herded to  the  depot  and
packed t ight ly  into  the  cars  of  two trains .
Hundreds “succumbed to  heat  exhaust ion,
suffocat ion,  dehydrat ion and suic ide  during the
journey aboard crowded,  unventi lated freight  cars
in  the  heat  of  summer.”
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The f irst  tra in  carried roughly  2 ,500 people  and
traveled in  a  c irc le  for  17  hours  before  i t  s topped.
More than 650 dead were removed to  a  mass  grave.
Soldiers  denied water  to  survivors ,  and the journey
continued.  At  each of  several  s tops,  hundreds more
Jewish people  were discovered dead.  Local  troops
hired Gypsies  to  remove the bodies ;  their  payment
was anything they could take from the dead.  

Fewer than 1 , 100 survived the Ias i  death train  that
arrived in  Calarasi  on July  6 .  The second train
carried 1 ,902 Jewish people  crammed into  18  cars .
Only  708 l ived through the journey.

At  the  dest inat ions  of  both trains ,  survivors  were
interned for  one to  three months,  a f ter  which they
were a l lowed to  return to  Ias i  and what  remained
of  their  famil ies .

Up to  13 ,000 Jewish people  died during the Isai
Pogrom and on the death trains .  I t  is  another
brutal  event  of  the  Holocaust  that  echoes  across
the decades  with  the  voices  of  real  l ives  who
suffered and died.  Al l  to ld ,  s ix  mi l l ion Jewish
people  died in  the  Holocaust .  They were beaten,
tortured,  s tarved and executed.  They endured cruel
medical  experiments ,  beat ings ,  rape,  and a l l
manner of  inhumane treatment .
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story
C L A R A ' S



“She’s  not  my daughter;  she’s  an orphan.  Wil l  you
take her?”  Clara ’s  mother  l ied to  the  Cathol ic
priest  overseeing an orphanage.  She a lso  pretended
she and the three-year-old gir l  weren’t  Jewish.  The
priest ,  a lready looking after  12  Jewish chi ldren,  had
compassion and took Clara  in .  Her  mother
continued the pretense of  being Cathol ic  to  work at
the orphanage and be near  her .

Sometime later ,  the  Gestapo came looking for
Jewish chi ldren.  They ki l led the priest ,  and Clara
ran into  the  restroom and locked the door .  But  the
men had dogs  who sni f fed her  out .  They pounded
on the door,  shouting at  the  smal l  g ir l  behind i t ,
“Get  out !  We know you are  Jewish!”  When they
seized her ,  they pul led her  by  the  hair  to  a  car
where she saw the other  Jewish chi ldren.  

When Clara ’s  mother  learned the chi ldren were
taken,  she confessed to  being Jewish so  they would
take her  too.  Only  her  persistence convinced them,
and she jo ined her  daughter  at  the  Sered labor
camp.  What  came next ,  however,  was  the  most
traumatic  for  l i t t le  Clara .

Part 1: Clara
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At Sered,  soldiers  herded Clara  and her  mother
into  a  ra i lway car  for  catt le .  They jammed so many
people  in   that  not  a  s ingle  person could s i t  down.
Old,  young,  s ick,  they a l l  s tood –  for  a  journey
last ing four  to  f ive  days .  Clara  recal ls  the
unbearable  smel l .  People  died standing up.  When
the train  arr ived at  Theresienstadt ,  the  doors
opened,  and people ,  both a l ive  and dead,  fe l l  out
together .

Theresienstadt  was  a  ghetto-labor  camp and a  way-
stat ion for  Jewish people  being deported to  other
camps and ki l l ing  centers .  I t  a lso  served as  a  grand
Nazi  decept ion,  a  propaganda weapon.  I t  was
described as  a  lovely  community  where e lderly
Jewish people  could ret ire  safe ly .  Due to  outs ide
pressure,  the  Germans a l lowed the Red Cross  to
vis i t  a  careful ly  staged Theresienstadt .  

Part 2: The
Transportation

22



In  preparat ion for  the  tour,  Nazis  reduced the
camp’s  populat ion to  a  more comfortable  s ize  by
stepping up deportat ions .  They renovated barracks,
planted gardens and then put  on socia l  and cultural
events  for  the  v is i t ing of f ic ia ls .  

Afterward,  l i fe  in  the  camp returned to  i ts  horrible
normal .  Food was scarce,  and many chi ldren were
among those who died of  respiratory  and other
i l lnesses .

Part 3: Nazi Deception
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Clara  remembers  the  gunshots  she heard day and
night  at  Theresienstadt .  Execut ions,  s ickness  and
deportat ions  thinned the camp populat ion.  Then
new trainloads  of  Jewish people  arr ived,  and the
cycle  repeated.  Clara  remembers  another  sound,
too –  SS troops laughing and enjoying themselves
as  they watched entertainment  shows in  the
evenings .

How could such cal lous  cruelty  come to  be?

Anti-Semit ism,  s imply  put ,  is  racism or  rel ig ious
discriminat ion toward Jewish people ,  and i t  has
been around for  centuries .  I t  has  spurred forced
rel ig ious  conversions,  expuls ions  from countries ,
v io lence,  cruelty  and murder .  The same prejudice
that  escalated into  the  Holocaust  st i l l  exists  today.
Each year ,  people  unleash i t  on Jewish synagogues,
cemeteries ,  businesses  and people  through
vandal ism and v iolent  attacks .  Ant i-Semit ism is  a
hatred that  has  gone on ent irely  too long.

Part 4: Haunting
Memories
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Clara  was  in  her  e ight ies  when she told  her  story
to  one of  Jewish Voice ’s  partner  ministr ies  in
Israel .  She v iv idly  remembered the fears  she fe l t
during the Holocaust :  fear  of  the  Gestapo,
separat ion from her  mom and being a lone.  Her
capture led to  a  l i fe long fear  of  dogs .  And she st i l l
doesn’t  l ike  being a lone –  because that ’s  when
fears  threaten to  overtake her .  

Clara  volunteers  at  Yad Vashem,  Israel ’s  Holocaust
memorial  center .  She a lso  receives  v is i ts  from a
Jewish Voice  partner  ministry  and attends their
weekly  Bible  study.  At  the  t ime of  writ ing this
story,  she does  not  know Jesus  yet ,  but  she enjoys
the atmosphere there  and l ikes  learning the Bible .
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We invite  you to  remember Clara ,  Manya,  Henry
and others  who survived the Shoah,  the  Hebrew
word meaning “the catastrophe,”  and pray for
them.  So many of  them continue to  endure the
consequences  of  the  trauma they experienced as
chi ldren.

Israel ’s  Holocaust  Remembrance Day –  Yom
HaShoah –  is  on the 27th  day of  the  Hebrew month
of  Nisan.  On the Gregorian calendar,  the  one much
of  the  world  uses ,  Yom HaShoah fa l ls  in  Apri l  or
May.

At  1 1 :00 a .m.  on Yom HaShoah,  s irens  blare
throughout  Israel ,  and the nat ion comes to  a  hal t .
Cars  stop on the streets ;  shoppers  cease  browsing;
teachers  interrupt  their  lessons;  employees  set
aside their  work.  And they stand –  some r ight  in
the road outs ide  their  cars  –  for  two minutes  to
show their  respect  for  those who died and suffered
in the Holocaust .  They stand to  keep the memory
al ive  so  that  this  generat ion and those that  fo l low
wil l  be  on guard to  make sure  i t  can never  happen
again.  Never  again.

Remembering the 
Holocaust
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