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Dear Partner in Ministry,
Because of your continuing interest in this 

ministry, I’m sure you’re aware of the many ways in 
which Jewish Voice meets the physical needs of Jewish 
people around the world, and how we educate about 
issues affecting the nation of Israel and the growing 
menace of anti-Semitism. I’m sure you’ve also seen 
how we help educate the Church about the Jewish 
roots of their faith, and the need for all of us to be 
responsive to the needs of Jewish people.

But while all these ministries are critically 
important, none are more important than our efforts 
to tell Jewish people about Yeshua ( Jesus), so they 
may recognize Him as their Messiah.  

This is our hope—the thing we as Believers look 
forward to above all else—the return of Yeshua to 
claim His own people and to usher in His Kingdom.    

This edition of JVT is about that hope. The 
articles cover various aspects of what we generally 
refer to as the End Times—the events that will occur 
in our world signifying the imminent return of our 
Messiah. 

And while I would not presume to suggest when 
Yeshua will return (He made it clear that it was not 
for us to know the exact time), we are told of some 
things that must occur before the end comes. And 
these clues tell me that His return may be near.

This is all the more reason why our passion to love 
and care for the Jewish people is so critical! We must 
share God’s love with them so they will be open to 
hearing the Good News about His Son who died to 
save them, while there is still time.

As you read this edition of JVT, please remember 
that our efforts to care for and minister to Jewish 
people are only possible because of prayers and 
financial support from you and other ministry 
partners. Thank you for your generosity and 
compassion.

Your Co-Laborer in Messiah,

Jonathan Bernis
President and CEO
Jewish Voice Ministries International 
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BY JONATHAN BERNIS

Most Believers I speak to today 
firmly believe we are in the Last 
Days. Many have become almost 
obsessed with trying to interpret 
and unravel the Bible’s mysterious 

End-Time prophecies, and keep a keen eye on politics 
and world events—especially those that involve Israel 
or the Middle East. The news is scrupulously analyzed 
by many watching for specific prophetic signs: a 
ten-nation confederacy, the Antichrist’s emergence 
and identity, the mark of the beast, the rebuilding of 
the Third Temple, the Bear of the North—Russia—
and the cataclysmic rise of catastrophes and natural 
disasters. Although these signs are indeed found in 
the Scriptures, they are apocalyptic texts—veiled and 
cryptic. Not even scholars of eschatology can interpret 
these texts with a great deal of certainty.

While all the above signs are certainly important, 
there are other clear signs taking place today that are 
to varying degrees overlooked or ignored. Yet they are 
some of the clearest signs we have pointing to the end 
of the age and the soon return of Yeshua. Indeed, God 
has given us clear signposts, and He desires we be wise 
as the men of Issachar, who understood the times . . . (1 
Chronicles 12:32 NIV).

The term Last Days actually has a dual 
application, referring first to the time period following 
the death and resurrection of Yeshua ( Jesus), and 
second to the days immediately preceding His return. 
Looking at Luke 21, one can clearly see this principle: 
“And while some were talking about the Temple, how it 
was decorated with beautiful stones and offerings, Yeshua 
said, ‘As for these things you are looking at, the days will 
come when not one stone will be left upon another. Every 
one will be torn down!’” (Luke 21:5-6). Herod’s Temple 
was destroyed and Jerusalem sacked in 70 A.D., 
fulfilling Yeshua’s words. As you continue reading 
through the terrible warnings of what is to come, 
much is applicable to the horrific Roman devastation 
that occurred at that time. However, verse 24b, 
“Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled,” was not fulfilled until 
1967 with the reunification of Jerusalem after the 
Six-Day War. And verses 25-28 are looking forward 
to a time yet to come, when Yeshua returns: “There will 
be signs in the sun and moon and stars. And upon the earth 
nations will be confused by the roaring of the sea and its 
waves. People will lose heart from fear and anticipation of 
what is overtaking the earth, for the powers of the heavens 

will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when 
these things begin to happen, stand straight and lift up your 
heads, because your salvation is near!” 

SIGN 1: 
A RESTORED ISRAEL AND JEWISH JERUSALEM

A predominant prophetic sign that we are in the 
“Time of the End” is the re-establishment of Israel, 
and Jerusalem returning to Jewish sovereignty. These 
major, and seemingly implausible, events for nearly 
2,000 years have to occur before Yeshua’s return. 
According to the Bible, Yeshua is returning to Israel, 
and specifically to Jerusalem.

• Israel Rebirthed. . . in a Day

  After nearly two millennia and a succession 
of foreign rulers, on May 14, 1948, David Ben 
Gurion declared the restoration of the Jewish 
State, Israel, saying, “In order to be a realist, 
you must believe in miracles.” Isaiah seemed 
just as incredulous, challenging: “Who has 
heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? 
Can a land be born in one day? Can a nation be 
brought forth at once? For as soon as Zion was 
in labor, she gave birth to her children” (Isaiah 
66:8). We have seen it—in our lifetime!

• Jerusalem Restored into 
  Jewish Hands

  Yeshua himself declared that “Jerusalem will 
be trampled by the Gentiles until the times of 
the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). In 
June, 1967 Israel won a miraculous victory 
by defeating vastly superior Arab armies 
surrounding her in what came to be known 
as the Six-Day War.  The Jewish people took 
back the city of Jerusalem after almost 2,000 
years, fulfilling this important prophecy. Some 
argue that because Israel returned sovereignty 
of the Temple Mount to the Arabs following 
this victory, this prophecy is not fully realized. 
I would argue to the contrary.  

• The Desert Will Bloom and Blossom

  The prophet Isaiah saw a time when “The 
wilderness and dry land will be glad. The desert 
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will rejoice and blossom like a lily” (Isaiah 35:1). 
It’s almost impossible to believe, but the 
fledgling State of Israel has developed such 
revolutionary agricultural methods, that even 
the sand produces lush crops! In her short 
time of existence as a modern State, Israel 
became one of the largest exporters of roses to 
Europe. 

• The Hebrew Language Revived

  According to the prophet Zephaniah, God 
would “restore to the people pure speech, so that 
all of them may call upon the Name of ADONAI 
and serve Him shoulder to shoulder” (Zephaniah 
3:9). In the late 1800s, Russian immigrant 
to Israel, Eliezer Ben-Yehudah, revived 
the ancient Hebrew language, giving the 
returning exiles of Israel a common language.

Israel and Jerusalem are back in Jewish hands. The 
people of Israel scattered throughout the world are 
returning to their biblical Land and to their God.

The time of His return is near!

SIGN 2: 
ISRAEL SURROUNDED BY CONFLICT AND THE 
RISE OF GLOBAL ANTI-SEMITISM

Anti-Semitism has existed since the time that 
Abraham was set apart by God’s call to be a blessing 
to the families of the earth. There has never been a 
time when the Jewish people have not been victimized 
by Satan’s savage attacks against them. Even today in 
America, the Anti-Defamation League reports the 
highest level of anti-Semitism since World War II 
(ADL Global 100- Index of anti-Semitism http://
www.adl.org).

At its core is Satan fomenting hatred among men 
against the Children of the God of Israel, generation 
after generation. He cleverly disguises each campaign 
with a compelling lie wrapped in a plan designed to 
rid the world of a perceived ill blamed on the Jews. 
From the very first attempt to destroy the Jews—
Pharaoh’s murder of all the male Hebrew babies—to 
Herod’s order to kill all male babies under two years 
old 2,000 years ago, the serpent’s scheme was to defeat 
God’s plan to bring forth the Messiah of Israel. He 
failed—miserably!

Yet, the campaign of hatred marches on because 
the great redemption story is not over. Because the 
Jewish people and Israel play a major role in Last 
Days prophecy, Satan is still hard at work opposing 
God’s plan. The impetus he is using to rally hatred 
against the Jewish people today is a powerful anti-
Israel (and pro-Palestinian) deception, wrapped in 
false humanitarian claims and causes. Understand: 
Deception is a hallmark of the Last Days (Matthew 
24:11). For the minuscule size of the country, the lack 
of natural resources, or strategic seaport, one has to 
question why Israel is always at the center of world 
controversy—her existence continually hanging in 
the balance. We see Israel at the epicenter of a boiling 
cauldron of increasingly violent factions rising up 
within the vast Arab lands surrounding her. The world 
has been told, and has almost mindlessly accepted, 
claims that all unrest in the Middle East is Israel’s 
fault—that if the Jews would give the Land “back to 
the Palestinians,” there would be peace in the world, 
and terrorism would end. Nothing could be further 
from the truth.

The stage is set to draw all nations into a final 
cataclysmic showdown in the Middle East; the 
nations may think it is against Israel, but they will find 
out it is against her God!

“Moreover, in that day I will make Jerusalem a 
massive stone for all the people. All who try to lift it will 
be cut to pieces. Nevertheless, all the nations of the earth 
will be gathered together against her” (Zechariah 12:3).

SIGN 3:
THE REGATHERING OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE 
PHYSICALLY BACK TO THE LAND OF ISRAEL FROM 
THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH

Israel should not exist. She should have 
disappeared hundreds, or even thousands, of years ago 
with the rest of the “ites” of the Bible: the Amalekites, 
the Hittites, the Canaanites, etc. These and all the 
other great nations mentioned in Scripture, including 
the mighty Philistines, have vanished, yet Israel 
remains—against all odds. For two millennia the 
Land has been overrun by foreign aggressors, and 
her people scattered to the far reaches of the earth, 
and threatened with expulsions, persecution, and 
annihilation.

Without a homeland until 1948, Israel should 
have assimilated and ceased to be a recognizable people 

group. That they did not disappear completely into the 
cultures in which they settled throughout the world 
stands as evidence for God’s existence and faithfulness. 
The Scattered Tribes of Israel are a fascinating mystery 
to the world, but they are not really lost. The Lord 
knows where they are. He promised to regather them in 
the Last Days, and He is doing that in our time!

“’Therefore, the days are quickly coming,’ declares 
ADONAI, ‘when it will no longer be said. “As ADONAI 
lives, who brought up the children of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt.” Rather, “As ADONAI lives, who brought 
up the children of Israel from the land of the north and 
from all the lands where He had banished them.” So I 
will bring them back into their land that I gave to their 
fathers’” ( Jeremiah 16:14-15).

“It will also come about in that day that my Lord 
will again redeem— a second time with His hand— the 
remnant of His people who remain from Assyria, from 
Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, 
and from the islands of the sea. He will lift up a banner 
for the nations, and assemble the dispersed of Israel, and 
gather the scattered of Judah from the four corners of the 
earth” (Isaiah 11:11-12).

These are the Children of Abraham scattered to 
Africa, Asia, India, Europe . . . the remote corners 
of the earth. God is gathering them today, back to 
Israel—miraculously restored to receive her returning 
Children: Ethiopian, Chinese, Sephardim, Asian, 
Russian, and on and on!

Through Jewish Voice you are witnessing this 
miracle and touching the lives of many of the 
Remnant of Israel that God is regathering—the 
Beta Abraham, Beta Israel, and Gefat of Ethiopia; 
the Yibir Jews of Somaliland; the Lemba Tribe of 

Zimbabwe; and the Bnei Menashe—the Sons of 
Manasseh, discovered in far northeastern India!

This aliyah, or return of the Jews to their biblical 
homeland, is yet another important sign that the 
Messiah’s return is approaching.

SIGN 4: 
THE GOSPEL IS PROCLAIMED TO THE NATIONS

“This Good News of the kingdom shall be proclaimed 
in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and 
then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14).

The word used in this passage of Scripture is the 
Greek term ethnos, which actually means “a race,” “a 
tribe,” or “a people group.” Modern technology makes 
it possible for the Gospel to be preached to every 
ethnos—people in the most remote areas of the planet. 
This is yet another important sign that the Last Days 
are upon us.

Today the Gospel is being preached to ethnos 
throughout the world, yet only a handful of ministries 
are reaching out to the Jews. This is tragic, not only 
because the Jewish people need to hear the Good 
News that Messiah has come, but because God has 
put a high priority on reaching the Children of Israel 
with the Gospel. Consider Paul’s commitment to 
this mandate: “After passing through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 
Jewish synagogue. As was his custom, Paul went to the 
Jewish people; and for three Shabbatot, he debated the 
Scriptures with them” (Acts 17:1-2).

Paul not only wrote, “I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation 
to everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then to the 
Gentile” (Romans 1:16 NIV), he lived it out on 
his journeys around the Mediterranean sharing 
the Gospel. Unfortunately, over the centuries, this 
mandate to take the Gospel to the Jew first has been 
lost.

The Gospel is to be preached to the Jew first, and 
then to the Gentiles. That’s what Paul did, and that’s 
what we do at Jewish Voice. I believe that every time 
a Jewish person turns to faith in Yeshua, we move that 
much closer to Messiah’s return. In fact, Scripture 
seems to indicate that Jewish people embracing Jesus 
as Messiah is actually key to His return! “For I tell you, 
you will not see me again until you [the Jewish leaders in 
Jerusalem] say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord’” (Matthew 23:39 NIV).
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SIGN 5: 
THE BLINDNESS COMING OFF THE EYES OF THE 
JEWISH PEOPLE

“For I do not want you, brothers and sisters, to be ignorant 
of this mystery—lest you be wise in your own eyes—that a 
partial hardening has come upon Israel until the fullness of 
the Gentiles has come in” (Romans 11:25).

Another astonishing indicator is the phenomena 
of Jewish people coming to faith in Yeshua all over 
the world—in numbers not seen since the book of 
Acts. Through the ministry of Jewish Voice alone, 
we have seen some 55,000 Jewish people respond 
to the Gospel since 1999! For 
more than nineteen centuries, 
the number of Jews openly 
professing faith in Yeshua was 
extremely small, and most were 
assimilated into the Church. All 
that changed after 1967. The 
miraculous return of Jerusalem 
to the Jewish people sparked a 
great revival. Often called “The 
Jesus Movement,” this revival 
was unique from all previous 
revivals, as Jews started coming 
to faith—in significant numbers. 
The Jesus Movement gave birth to 
the modern Messianic Movement. 
Before 1967 there was not a single 
Messianic Jewish congregation 
in the world. Today more than 350 Messianic Jewish 
congregations—nearly 100 in Israel alone—proclaim 
Messiah with a visibly Jewish witness. And from a 
trickle over the past 2,000 years, today there are tens 
of thousands of Jews in the United States who express 
some level of faith in Yeshua!

In the same way the miraculously restored State 
of Israel is a visible declaration of divine fulfillment of 
physical restoration, the Messianic Jewish community is 
a visible declaration of divine spiritual restoration to all 
the world. God always keeps His covenants. Satan would 
like to eradicate the Jewish people, thereby proving God 
and the Bible untrustworthy, but it will not happen!

God is opening long-blinded eyes and softening 
thousands of Jewish hearts just as the Scriptures 
promised. This is an obvious fulfillment of biblical 
prophecy—and a clear indication that the Last Days 
are upon us.

Through Jeremiah, God promised Israel a new 
covenant: “’No longer will each teach his neighbor or each 
his brother, saying: “Know ADONAI,” for they will all 
know Me, from the least of them to the greatest.’ It is a 
declaration of ADONAI. ‘For I will forgive their iniquity, 
their sin I will remember no more’” ( Jeremiah 31:33). At 
the Last Supper, a Jewish Passover Seder, Yeshua lifted 
the cup of Redemption and, sharing it, announced it 
was the cup of the New Covenant in His blood. There 
is a misconception that all the Jews rejected Jesus.  
In reality, the entire initial community of faith was 
Jewish. The Jews took the Gospel to the Gentiles, and 
eventually the Church became almost entirely Gentile 
and unrecognizable to the Jewish people. However, 

we are living in a time of Jewish 
revival!

IN CONCLUSION
All around us, there are signs 

that the world is being made 
ready for Messiah’s return. The 
most important of these, as we 
have seen, is the restoration of 
the people of Israel to a right 
relationship with God. Do you 
want to know what’s next? God 
has promised a glorious salvation 
for the remnant of Israel!

“Then I will pour out on the 
house of David and the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication, when they 
will look toward Me whom they pierced. They will mourn 
for him as one mourns for an only son and grieve bitterly 
for him, as one grieves for a firstborn” (Zechariah 12:10).

“In that day a spring will be opened to the house of 
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem to cleanse them 
from sin and impurity” (Zechariah 13:1).

I’m convinced that we are not very far away from 
this time.

Are you eager to see Yeshua’s return? Ask God 
to give you His heart of love and compassion for 
His people. Ask Him to give you a burden for 
their redemption, and ask how He would have you 
participate in His glorious Last Days’ harvest among 
His chosen people. You will pray with more passion, 
develop an urgency to share your faith, and perhaps 
find doors open to greater involvement in Jewish 
ministry! 

Few topics captivate our minds, or fill 
our hearts with fear, like the End Times. 
Books and sermons on the Book of 
Revelation are plentiful. Yet uncertainty and 
misunderstanding continue to abound.

In this powerful End Times book by
Jonathan Bernis…

• Discover how biblical prophecies 
are coming to pass right now and 
what this means for you.

• Be challenged in your 
understanding of the End Times.

• Unpack the mysteries of this 
unique time with Jonathan’s unique 
perspective.

Receive A Rabbi 
Looks at the Last 
Days by Jonathan Bernis
with our thanks for your gift of $25 
or more to the ongoing international 
outreach of Jewish Voice Ministries.   

9141

God’s plan will be fulfilled. 
Will YOU be part of it?

What if everything you thought 
you knew about the End Times 
was wrong? 

Signs of the Times
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Those who believe Scripture contains a literal fulfillment of the biblical covenants for the Jewish people and the 
Land of Israel recognize rebuilding the Temple is part of this promised future. In Jeremiah’s presentation of the 
New Covenant for Israel, we read: 

“‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good word which I 
have spoken concerning the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that 

time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; and He shall execute justice and 
righteousness on the earth. In those days Judah shall be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell in 

safety; and this is the name by which she shall be called: the LORD is our righteousness.’ For 
thus says the LORD, ‘David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel; 

and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man before Me to offer burnt offerings, to burn 
grain offerings, and to prepare sacrifices continually.’”

—Jeremiah 33:14–18, NASB

BY DR. RANDALL PRICE

U P D A T E  O N  T H E 

BUILDING OF THE 
THIRD TEMPLE

This passage speaks about the Messianic 
Age when all Israel will be saved and 
restored to the Land of Israel. At that 
time, a righteous descendant of David, 
the Messiah, will sit on the throne in 

Jerusalem, and the Temple will again stand complete 
with its Levitical priesthood. If this is to be a future 
reality, is there any sign of preparation for a third 
Temple in Israel today? 

Since 1987, when the Temple Movement began 
preparations for the rebuilding of the Third Temple, 
efforts to see this become a reality in the 21st 
century have been slowly progressing. While modern 
Israel and a large percentage of the Jewish people 
throughout the Diaspora are secular, Orthodox Jews 
do not believe these people will play a role in the 
rebuilding of the Temple since it is a spiritual work. 
It is Orthodox Jews who revived the Sanhedrin, the 
religious body that supervised the halachic (legal) 
issues related to the Temple and who intend to see it 
rebuilt in a proper way.

The importance to Orthodox Jews of rebuilding 
the Temple lies in its role in the redemption of the 
world, which they believe can only take place once the 
Temple is rebuilt. Gershon Salomon is director of the 
Temple Mount Faithful, an organization that has been 
trying to prepare Israeli society to accept and promote 
the rebuilding of the Temple through demonstrations 
at the Temple site, the construction of a cornerstone 
for the Third Temple, and the making of various 
Temple-related utensils. Salomon has said: “[Building 
the Third Temple] is an act which must be done to 
complete the redemption of the people of the Bible 
in the Land of the Bible. I cannot imagine an Israeli 
State or Israeli life in this country without the Temple 
Mount in the center of this life.”

However, many religious Jews do not support 
this idea because they have adopted a Diaspora 
mentality and a spiritualized way of thinking, which 
sets aside hope in a literal fulfillment of the biblical 
prophecies regarding a future Temple. For them, the 
present political situation on the Temple Mount 
with Muslims controlling the site is acceptable. 
Jewish leaders in the Temple Movement believe 
the Jewish people are not living on the spiritual 
level God intended because of the absence of the 
Shekinah (Divine Presence) from the world. Rabbi 
Chaim Richman, Director of the Temple Institute, 
which has produced all the ritual vessels necessary 

for the function of the 
Temple and works 
to train priests for 
this future work, says 
there is a connection 
between the need for 
a new level of spiritual 
attainment and the 
rebuilding of the 
Temple: “The Shekinah 
is brought about only 
through the Temple.…
In terms of our mission 
as a people, we cannot 
in any way reach our 
spiritual status without 
the Temple.” For Orthodox Jews committed to re-
establishing the Temple, both the present problems 
of the world and the problems faced by the Jewish 
people will be solved only by rebuilding.

Are we any closer to the rebuilding of the Temple 
today? The world is radically opposed to Israel’s claims 
in Jerusalem, much less their contested ownership of the 
Temple Mount. On a practical level, Jews are banned by 
Israeli law from praying at the site, and those who visit 
are daily accosted by Muslims, such as the Women in 
Black, who maintain a constant vigil on Jewish presence 
at the site. In addition, the Islamic authorities officially 
deny that a Temple ever existed at the site. Nevertheless, 
recent developments have contributed to the Temple 
Movement’s goals and the realization of the rebuilding 
of the Temple in our lifetime.

Answering the charge of denial a Jewish Temple 
ever existed on the site, archaeologists discovered 
in decades-old research that the site of the Al-
Aqsa mosque, which Muslims believe was built 
by Abraham, was once a place for Jewish ritual 
preparation for entering the Temple. The evidence for 
this came from a report filed by British archaeologist 
Robert Hamilton who had documented excavations of 
the mosque’s foundations after it was destroyed in an 
earthquake in 1927. He discovered beneath the floor 
of the mosque the remains of a Jewish miqveh (ritual 
pool used for purification). It dated to the time of 
the Second Temple when Jews immersed at this site 
before entering the Temple precincts. These findings, 
hidden deep in the British Mandatory archives 
department because they embarrassed Muslim 
officials, now provide evidence that the ancient 

For Orthodox Jews 
committed to re-
establishing the 
Temple, both the 
present problems of 
the world and the 
problems faced by 
the Jewish people 
will be solved only by 
rebuilding.
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judicial ruling is not the reasonable 
way to decide the dispute, and a 
decision of this kind goes beyond 
the boundaries of the law. It is 
the political echelon, and not the 
court…that must give content and 
meaning to the historical call: ‘The 
Temple Mount is ours’.”  In other 
words, this must be a political, 
not legal, action. Those who 
understand Daniel’s prophecy of 
the seventieth week (Daniel 9:27) 
know that it is a future political 
leader, the Antichrist of Revelation 
13, who will one day make a 
deceptive covenant with the Jewish 
leaders, leading to the rebuilding 
of the Third Temple. 

How might this happen? 
One possibility was found in an 
academic book on the politics of 
the Temple Mount: “Given the 
emphasis upon the international 
community’s interest in the sites, 
under the concept of heritage of 
humankind, representatives from 
the international community need 
to be included as mediators and 
guarantors. These would likely 
come from the United Nations 
(UNESCO) and drawn from 
regional powers such as the Arab 
League, NATO, or interested 
states such as the U.S., the E.U., 
and Russia…Any proposed legal 
regime will require interfaith 
cooperation composed of religious 
leaders from the region. It may be 
supplemented by international religious leaders 
who may serve as mediators.”1 Those who seek to 
understand biblical prophecy know that the Antichrist 
will be followed by both political and religious leaders, 
making this kind of proposal a reality. 

It is exciting to see these developments unfold in 
the Land of Israel regarding the building of a Third 
Temple as we eagerly watch for the second coming of 
our Messiah! 

Temple stood on the modern Temple Mount and was 
a place of Jewish presence.

Concerning the preparations for the Temple 
service, the Sanhedrin has taken steps necessary for 
reinstating future Temple service. One project of the 
group has been the planting of the Biblical Temple 
forest which will serve the agricultural needs of the 
Third Temple. Rabbi Hillel Weiss, spokesman for the 
Sanhedrin, explained that the Temple provided a link 
between the land and the Divine: “When people think 
about sacrifices, they think about animals and blood, 
but most were from plants grown around Israel.” 

Rabbi Richman, also a member of the Sanhedrin, 
has been heading a project to restore the sacred Red 
Heifer to Israel. According to Numbers 19, the ashes 
of the Red Heifer mixed with water are a necessary 
element for purifying Jews to enable them to do 
service in the Temple. During the time of the First 
and Second Temples, a span of approximately 1,000 
years, only nine Red Heifers were used in preparing 
the waters used to purify Jews. According to Jewish 
tradition, the tenth one will be used by the Messiah. 
Richman and other rabbis of the Temple Institute 
are providing halachic supervision and guidance in 
partnership with an Israeli cattleman who is an expert 
in the science of animal husbandry. He is utilizing the 
technique of implanting the frozen embryos of the 
Red Angus cattle, which originally come from North 
America, into Israeli domestic cattle. A red heifer 

cannot be transported to Israel for use in the Red 
Heifer ceremony, because the animal cannot have ever 
worn a yoke and must be born in the Land of Israel. 
The project is the culmination of years of research at 
the Temple Institute that fuses ancient religious texts 
and modern science.

The Sanhedrin and the Temple Movement also 
hold reenactments of Temple ceremonies for the 
training of those who are from the priestly class 
known as Kohanim. This training involves special 
schooling on the duties of the priests, the use of 
ritual vessels created for use in the Third Temple, and 
practice on a newly constructed altar of burnt offering. 
This altar is unique because it was designed to be 
disassembled and quickly reassembled in its proper 
permanent location, because the people of Israel are 
required to build an altar exclusively on the site of the 
original altar on Mount Moriah, the Temple Mount. 
When the time is right, it will be re-assembled on the 
Mount in the Temple, enabling the sacrificial service 
to be resumed without delay.

Another recent rediscovery of the Temple 
Institute has been the revival of the science of 
producing biblical crimson. This dye was used in 
the garments of the High Priest, the parochet (the 
massive curtain that separated the Holy of Holies 
from the Holy Place in the Temple), and was an 
ingredient used in the mixture combined with ashes 
of the Red Heifer. Professor Zohar Amar of Bar Ilan 

University discovered that the 
eggs of the tola’at shani (crimson 
worm) found in modern Israel 
would produce the crimson dye. 

While the Temple Movement 
continues to prepare for the 
rebuilding of the Temple, most 
understand that some political 
action must take place to reverse 
the present situation of control 
of the Mount by Muslims, in 
order to allow for Jewish access.  
This currently may be in process. 
Concerning the site, Israel’s 
Supreme Court has stated in its 
ruling Opinion on the Issue of the 
Works on the Temple Mount, “The 
reality on the Temple Mount…is 
by no means simple. It is extremely 
delicate and complicated…This 
is one of those cases in which a 

1. David Guinn, Protecting Jerusalem’s Holy Sites: A Strategy for 
Negotiating a Sacred Peace, Cambridge University Press, 2006, 
p. 180-183

Pieter de Witte, "Temple of Solomon," undated. Pen and wash bistre 
or ink on paper, 321 x 234 mm. Weimar, Germany

Dr. J. Randall Price is the 
Executive Director of the Center 
for Judaic Studies at Liberty 
University. He is also Adjunct 
Professor of Apologetics at 
Veritas Seminary (San Diego, 
California) and founder of World 
of the Bible Ministries, Inc. 
Dr. Price is a member of the 
American Schools of Oriental 
Research (ASOR), the Near East 

Archaeological Society (NEAS), Institute for Biblical 
Research (IBR), the Society of Biblical Literature (SBL), 
the Evangelical Theological Society (ETS), and the 
Tyndale House Fellowship.
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We’re often 
asked about 
the similarities 
and differences 

between the communities we serve 
in Ethiopia and Zimbabwe. While 
there’s not a concise answer to 
those questions, there is one thing 
that remains constant: none of the 
communities are new converts to 
Rabbinic Judaism. 

The most common observation 
for staff and volunteers during 
our many medical outreaches is 
that of the thousands of people 
we touch from both Ethiopia and 
Zimbabwe, only some use the 
word “Jewish.” The primary reason 
for this is that the oral history for 

certain groups began long before 
the term “Jewish” was used to 
describe the Israelite people who 
worshipped the God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob. 
Still, both countries contain 

people groups who openly identify 
as having come from Israel. There 

are also other groups in Africa, 
found in countries such as Uganda 
and Ghana, who have converted 
to Rabbinical Judaism in recent 
decades or centuries who currently 
identify as Jewish, but who are not 
historically or ethnically part of 
the Jewish people.

All four groups we serve in 
Africa can trace their roots to the 
Land of Israel and a millennia-old 
Jewish or Hebrew identity. The 
oral tradition of these communities 
tells us why they ended up so far 
away from one another, and their 
current practices tell us what 
influence the larger communities 
in which they now live have had 
on these Jewish communities.  

The Ethiopian Jews we serve 
are divided into three distinct 
groups: the Beta Israel, the Beta 
Abraham, and the Gefat tribe of 
Southern Ethiopia. Originally 
from Gondar, Ethiopia, the 
Beta Israel people trace their 
heritage to the legendary union 
of Solomon and the Queen of 
Sheba. Although they are often 
referred to in derogatory terms 
by those outside of their group, 
they’ve maintained a Jewish 
identity both openly and inwardly 
despite this persecution. The Beta 
Israel has been recognized by the 
State of Israel and is to date the 
only historically Israelite group in 
Africa to have been accepted for 

aliyah to Israel.  
The Beta Abraham, by 

contrast, also trace their roots 
to Gondar, Ethiopia, and the 
surrounding areas; however, 
they moved south more recently 
to Addis Ababa where they 
encountered severe persecution 
and were forced to either convert 
to Orthodox Christianity or give 
up their farmland. Many, if not 
most, made public conversions, 
but continue to maintain their 
secret Jewish customs and worship 
at home behind closed doors. 
This community numbers tens of 
thousands of people who live in a 
slum on the edges of Addis Ababa. 
To date, the Beta Abraham have 

not been recognized by the State 
of Israel since the rabbis consider 
them to have forfeited their 
Jewishness when they converted—
even if these conversions were 
done under duress. Jewish Voice 
serves this community as we are 
certain the Beta Abraham are 
indeed still Jewish.  

The Gefat tribe of Southern 
Ethiopia also traces their history 
to the Beta Israel of Gondar, but 
migrated to the southern reaches 
of Ethiopia centuries ago, allegedly 
blowing the shofar as they went. 
Gefat literally means “the blowers.” 
They, too, encountered prejudice 
and persecution amidst the other 
southern Ethiopian peoples, and 

Serving the 

Scattered 
Tribes of Israel

JVMI STAFF WRITER
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secret traditions, which others 
around them may not observe 
or learn.

We are honored to serve 
our African Jewish brothers 
and sisters in community 
collaboration between local 
congregational leadership, local 
workers, and our international 

teams. These countries have 
suffered through drought, 
disease, unemployment, and 
food shortages. We’ve been 
humbled and impressed by 
the commitment of the teams 
of dedicated local workers 
who never complain about the 
challenges they face. 

In places like Zimbabwe 
and Ethiopia, we’re bringing 
medicine, LifeStraws®, medical 

clinics, and the Gospel of Yeshua. 
Although these outreaches require 
time and money from our partners 
and volunteers, everyone looks 
forward to the day when the Lord 
restores these scattered Tribes 
of Israel to the fullness of their 
identity in Him through Yeshua! 

most live humble lives on the 
outskirts of southern Ethiopian 
cities. They have been given the 
derogatory name “fuga” by the 
local community—a play on the 
word Gefat, 
which says 
these people 
should “just 
blow away and 
disappear.”  These 
three Jewish 
groups may 
appear to be like 
others in their 
culture since 
circumcision is almost universally 
practiced as a nation in Ethiopia 
and most of their fellow citizens 
also avoid eating meats which are 

biblically unclean.  
Unlike the Ethiopian Jews 

who trace their roots to Judah 
(through Solomon) and Dan 
(through other oral history), 

the Lemba in Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, and South Africa 
trace their tribal lineage to Levi—
specifically, to the High Priests in 

the line of Aaron. The Lemba also 
trace their roots to Israel. Their 
oral history tells us they are the 
long-lost priests and Cohanim of 
Israel who, together, left Jerusalem 
because of intermarriage during 
the times of Ezra and Nehemiah 
and migrated through Yemen over 
the Red Sea into Eastern Africa 
and, eventually, down to Southern 
Africa where they have now lived 
for hundreds of years.  

The Lemba maintain 
circumcision rituals for all males in 
the tribe, even though circumcision 
is not typically practiced in 
Zimbabwe. Additionally, they 
marry only within their tribe, only 
eat biblically-clean meat slain by 
Lemba butchers, and maintain 
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JVMI’s Longest-Serving Employee Retires
The ministry didn’t even use computers back in 1993 when Jolene Cummins began working 

for what was then Jewish Voice Broadcasts. She is Jewish Voice’s longest-serving employee, 
and on March 1, 2017, Jolene began a well-earned retirement.  

One of Jolene’s fondest memories of the early years is how founder Louis Kaplan would 
come to the office just to sing old hymns with her. He was frequently surprised she could join 
him for all the verses and chorus, and their singing energized the whole staff.

During her tenure with Jewish Voice, Jolene held several different positions, most recently 
serving as Administrative Assistant in our Partner Relations department. In that role, she 
handled everything from filing, packaging, shipping, data input, reporting, and more. 
Jolene is a problem solver with a servant’s heart, desiring to ensure that everyone’s 
needs are met so the ministry could move forward to reach as many as possible with 
the Gospel. “She has always connected what she does on a daily basis to the direct 
impact we are having in countries like Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, and Ukraine,” says Joseph 
Paniccia, Vice President of Partner Relations.

“Jolene is a very devoted and trustworthy person, 
always willing to serve and encourage others with 
her kind words,” notes Pastor Gil Kaplan, son of 
Louis Kaplan. “I believe she deserves credit for 
being a large part of the legacy of this ministry.”

Jolene has been a great friend and wonderful 
teammate to all of us at JVMI and to the many others 
she has worked alongside over her 23 years of 
service. We already greatly miss her, and we trust 
the Lord has many good things in store for her as 
she continues to serve Him in a happy and blessed 
retirement.



Although it requires a significant investment 
of time and money to prepare the way of the 
Lord, the impact to our Jewish brothers and 

sisters in Africa is profound.  
Three staff members shared their reflections 

with us upon their return from a medical outreach in 
Mberengwa:

Clinton: A highlight of the trip for me was working 
with a team of dedicated local workers, who never 
for a moment moaned or complained, even when 
tasks were extremely challenging and the weather 
difficult. Most days, they worked from 3 a.m. until 
midnight. They did their work “as unto the LORD.”

Melissa: I will never forget how much we 
accomplished with just a small team—almost 8,500 
patients treated by just 26 outreach partners! 

Rayetta: I am still marveling over the sacrifices I 
saw people made to be there. Partners sacrificed 
income and time away from family. Many patients 
walked great distances and slept in the field to get 
to us. One gave me a handful of tiny peanuts to 
thank me—a widow’s mite. 

You may not be able to commit your time to 
volunteer at a JVMI medical outreach, but however 
God opens the door for you to take the Good News 
“to the Jew first,” your support is needed today.

With your support, precious Jewish people, 
including the most frail and vulnerable—children and 
the elderly—can receive compassionate care and hear 
the Good News of Yeshua.

Your gifts to Jewish Voice help transform 
thousands of lives, one soul at a time. But countless 
more still need your help. Will you come to the aid of 
these Jewish people? The poorest of the poor!

With your prayers and financial support, 
together we can bring hope, love, and compassion to 
those who need it the most.

OUR THANK YOU GIFTS TO YOU
Help us bring the healing power of Yeshua to the lives of many more 
people! It costs just $30 to offer treatment and a LifeStraw® to one needy 
Jewish person at one of our medical outreaches. Please prayerfully 
consider how many people you can help with your gift of $30, $60, $90, 
or more today.

As you give to this important outreach, we have some very special gifts 
we’d like to sow into your life as our way of saying “thank you.” 

Thank you for standing with us. Thank you for being a part of every life 
touched, every patient helped, every soul saved.

May the Lord strengthen you!

HELP US DELIVER THE
GOSPEL OF YESHUA

For your gift of $30 or more...      1871

7 Keys to Unlocking the Prophetic Mysteries of Israel and House Blessing Mezuzah

What crucial role does Israel play in the Last Days? Discover the keys to understanding 
Israel’s place in the End Times in this insightful teaching by Jonathan Bernis. Learn 
what to look for in tomorrow’s headlines, some startling truths about the relationship 
between Christians and Jews, and the responsibility Christians have toward God’s 
chosen people.
House Blessing Mezuzah (Measures 5” high)
This pewter mezuzah is engraved on both sides with gracious blessings for your home. 
Delicate ribbon-like designs highlight the words, “May God’s blessing rest upon this 
house and all who dwell within! May all who enter this house also be blessed!” Inside, 
the words of Deuteronomy 6:4-9 are printed in Hebrew on a parchment scroll. 

For your gift of $60 or more...       1872

7 Keys to Unlocking the Prophetic Mysteries of Israel, House Blessing Mezuzah, and 
Unlocking the Prophetic Mysteries of Israel two-DVD set

•  What pivotal role does Israel play in the return of the Messiah?
•  Why is anti-Semitism on the rise worldwide, and what is at its root?
•  What is the seed promise, and why is Satan so angry about it?
•  What profound promise did God make to Abraham that applies to you   
 today?

Explore these mysteries and many more in this exciting two-DVD set! Unlock a greater 
knowledge about the Last Days with crucial keys provided in more than four hours 
of fascinating presentations from Messianic Rabbi Jonathan Bernis, world-renowned 
archaeologist and Biblical prophecy expert Dr. Randall Price, and White House 
Correspondent and author Bill Koenig.

For your gift of $90 or more...       1873

7 Keys to Unlocking the Prophetic Mysteries of Israel, House Blessing Mezuzah, 
Unlocking the Prophetic Mysteries of Israel two-DVD set, and Lion of Judah Tapestry

This finely woven wall tapestry is beautifully designed with a regal lion’s face, a Star 
of David, and shining rays of light depicting the glory of Yeshua, the Lion of Judah. 
Revelation 5:5 in the lower right corner reads, “The Lion of Judah has triumphed.” 
Beautiful colors include deep blue and green balanced with warm golds and hints of 
vibrant orange. It is perfect for your home or office. 
Measurements: 41”W x 27”H plus 2” x 4” hanging tabs. 

TOGETHER, we can prepare the way of the 
Lord through life-saving medicines and spiritual 
encouragement to one lost and hurting soul at a 

time!
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In his now-classic 
1706 Bible 
commentary, 
Matthew Henry 
referenced the 

variety of opinions 
that existed among 
biblical scholars 
concerning which 
nations to which 
Ezekiel the Prophet 
was referring when 
he spoke of the great 
End-Time enemies 
of Israel known as 
“Gog and Magog.” 
According to Henry, 
some scholars,   
“…think they find them afar off, in Scythia, Tartary, 
and Russia. Others think they find them nearer the 

land of Israel, in Syria, 
and Asia the Less.”1 
The term “Asia the 
Less,” refers to the 
region now occupied 
by Turkey. 

Even 300 years 
ago, biblical scholars 
couldn’t agree if 
Ezekiel was talking 
about a Last-Days 
assault of Israel led 
by Russia or Turkey. 
This debate continues 
today. Many popular 
Bible teachers claim 
that Gog will come 
from Russia, while 

others claim that Ezekiel’s prophecy actually points 
to Turkey. Old Testament biblical scholar Michael 

BY JOEL RICHARDSON

S. Heiser recently stated, “Identifying Gog as Russia 
is exegetically indefensible…Genesis 10:2 located 
Meshech and Tubal in Anatolia (modern Turkey), not 
Russia.”2 

In my books, Islamic Antichrist and Mideast Beast, 
I have also argued that Ezekiel’s Gog comes from the 
region of modern-day Turkey and not Russia. What 
is so fascinating however, is that whether Gog is from 
Russia or Turkey, both nations are presently being led 
by undisputed dictators who could each very easily fit 
the Gog profile. When Joel C. Rosenberg was recently 
asked if Russian strong-man Vladimir Putin could be 
the prophesied Gog, he said: “It’s too early to draw 
such a conclusion, though I admit Putin is certainly 
‘Gog-esque.’”3 Rosenberg may be correct. 

Yet since the failed Turkish coup of July 2016, 
many other students of Bible prophecy have been 
looking to Turkish President Erdogan as a possible 
Gog candidate. Rather amazingly, the geopolitical 
landscape and climate in both Russia and Turkey 

are uniquely aligning with many of the descriptions 
found in Ezekiel’s prophecy. It is as if the Lord is 
orchestrating world events to keep us all on our toes! 
Because this prophecy will have such a profound 
impact on the State of Israel, we would all do well to 
pay very careful—and more importantly, prayerful—
attention.

On one hand, the chaos in Syria and Iraq has 
led to an unprecedented Russian military presence in 
the Middle East. The potential prophetic relevance 
of this is compounded by Russia’s alliance with Iran, 
currently the greatest threat to Israel’s existence, 
and a nation that features prominently in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy. This all comes at a time when Iran has 
expanded its arc of control over the capital cities of 
Baghdad, Beirut, and Damascus. No one questions 
Iran’s long-term intentions toward Israel. At a recent 
pro-Palestinian gathering in Tehran in February 2017, 
Ayatollah Khamenei referred to Israel as “one of the 
dirty chapters of history that will soon be closed, with 

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, June 2015

Whether Gog is from Russia or Turkey, 
both nations are presently being led by 
undisputed dictators who could each 

very easily fit the Gog profile.

Rather amazingly, the 
geopolitical landscape and 
climate in both Russia and Turkey 
are uniquely aligning with many of 
the descriptions found in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy.
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Gog Arising?

the grace of Allah.” Of course, 
when various Muslim dictators 
threaten to eliminate Israel, no 
one is surprised; but what exactly 
is Russia’s end game in the region, 
specifically, with regard to Israel? 
We may find out soon. Putin’s 
defenders say he is in Syria 
primarily out of simple economic 
self-interest—namely control 
over the various energy pipelines 
that crisscross the region. This is 
certainly true, but does Putin have 
greater regional goals? 
Might Putin have his 
eye on Israel’s vast 
natural gas reserves? 
Interestingly, Ezekiel’s 
prophecy specifically 
says that Gog’s motive 
for invading Israel is 
“to capture spoil and to 
seize plunder” (38:12). 
Certainly there is much 
here on which to focus 
for prophecy watchers 
and Israel’s intercessors.

On the other 
hand, we have Turkey, 
a nation led by Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan. 
Since the failed coup 
of July 2016, Turkish 
authorities have 
arrested or detained 
roughly 160,000 
people. While this 
includes virtually all 
of Erdogan’s political opponents, the primary focus 
has been on supporters of Fethullah Gülen, a highly 
influential Turkish imam whose followers were largely 
responsible for Erdogan’s rise to power. Erdogan’s 
crackdown on the Gulenists has many eerie parallels 
to what become known as the Night of Long Knives, 
when Adolph Hitler ordered the assassination of 
those within the Nazi paramilitary organization 
called the Brownshirts. Those within this organization 
were among Hitler’s earliest and strongest allies, yet 
Hitler felt they needed to be eliminated in order to 

consolidate his absolute control 
over Germany. This is almost 
identical to what Erdogan has 
done in Turkey. 

Now that all of his adversaries 
are either dead or in jail, Erdogan 
has completed his plan to become 
the absolute dictator of Turkey. 
Who is this man? It was Erdogan’s 
right-wing Islamist party that 
contributed to the creation of ISIS. 
There is more than ample evidence 
Turkey provided much of the 

support ISIS needed in 
its early days, allowing 
the organization to 
take root in Syria 
and Iraq. Despite the 
many atrocities of 
this group, they were 
the perfect junkyard 
dog Turkey could use 
in its larger regional 
war with Bashar al-
Assad, Iran, and the 
Kurds. Erdogan is a 
supporter of radical 
Sunni jihadists now 
in control of the most 
strategically important 
piece of property in the 
region and the largest 
army in the Middle 
East. 

Because Erdogan 
controls the flow 
of refugees, he has 
tremendous leverage 

over European leaders. Despite their repeated 
capitulation, he continues to bully, manipulate, and 
threaten. In a recent comment, Erdogan cast Europe’s 
secular leaders as crusaders bent on a holy war. 
At a political rally in the Turkish capital on April 
2nd, Erdogan declared, “All the leaders of the EU 
countries went to the Vatican and listened to the pope 
submissively…The situation is quite loud and clear, it 
is a Crusader Alliance.” Add to all of this, Erdogan’s 
many anti-Semitic outbursts in recent years, as well as 
his increasing effort to cast himself as the new Sultan 

Ezekiel’s prophecy 
specifically says that 

Gog’s motive for 
invading Israel is “to 
capture spoil and to 

seize plunder” (38:12). 
Certainly there is much 
here on which to focus 
for prophecy watchers 

and Israel’s intercessors.

1. Matthew Henry’s Complete Commentary, Ezekiel 38

2. Gog of the Supernatural North, Michael S. Hesier Renew 
Now, Bible Study Magazine

3. https://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2015/10/12/will-
the-biblical-war-of-gog-magog-bring-about-the-end-of-radical-
islam-as-we-have-known-it-heres-the-answer-part-three/

of Turkey and the new Caliph of the Muslim world, 
and it is clear that he is indeed emerging as a likely 
candidate to fulfill the role of the prophesied Gog.

What are we to make of all this? It is almost as if 
the Lord has perfectly allowed world circumstances 
to conform in multiple ways, giving us multiple 
possibilities to fulfill the words of Ezekiel’s prophecy. 
Is Gog emerging in front of our eyes? We may find 
out very soon. One thing is clear, however: the 
Lord wants us all to remain alert and on our knees. 
However things unfold over the next few years, this 
is a critical moment for all of Israel’s intercessors to 
stand in the gap and fervently cry out to the Lord for 
her peace, safety, and most of all, for her salvation in 
Messiah.  

Joel Richardson is a New York 
Times bestselling author, filmmaker, 
and teacher. Joel lives in the United 
States with his wife and five children. 
With a special love for all the peoples 
of the Middle East, Joel travels globally 

teaching on the Gospel, living with biblical hope for the 
return of Yeshua, and preparing for the great challenges 
of our time. He is the author, editor, director, or producer 
of several books and documentaries and has been 
featured on or written for numerous radio, television, and 
news outlets across the world.

Is Gog emerging in front 
of our eyes? We may 

find out very soon. 
One thing is clear, 

however: the Lord wants 
us all to remain alert 
and on our knees.

People wave Turkish flags during a rally to protest the failed coup attempt 
on July 15, 2016, and mourn the 240 people killed. ISTANBUL, TURKEY
Photo credit: Thomas Koch/Shutterstock.com
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JERUSALEM –
A spiritual sifting is going on here 
today, as God prepares His people 
for our Messiah’s return in the 
final days. The Lord is about to 
separate the wheat from the tares 
for the final harvest (Matthew 
13:30, NKJV).

During my travels to Israel over 
the last 30 years, I have witnessed 
the gulf widening between religious 
and secular Jews, particularly in 
Jerusalem, where it all began (and 
where the Prophets say it will all 
end). During a recent year, more than 
17,000 residents—mostly secular—
left Jerusalem and were replaced by 
nearly 11,000 newcomers, most of 
them religious Jews. 

Israel was founded in 1948 
by secular Jews hoping to create a 
haven for all persecuted Jews, and 
to create the Millennium without 
waiting for the Messiah to come. 

On the other hand, the 
Orthodox—descendants of the 

Pharisees who opposed Yeshua—
are in the forefront of Israelis 
that do not follow Yeshua who 
are still longing for the Messiah 
to come. They will be crucial in 
the End Times as the only Jews 
eager to resume the altar sacrifices 
in the rebuilt Temple, which is 
mentioned by Yeshua (Matthew 
24:15) and the book of Revelation.

Of course, many Messianic 
Jews will have no desire to perform 
the blood sacrifices, since Yeshua 
has offered the final one.

 “There is a polarization going 
on, religious and secular,” I was 
told by Rabbi Yaakov Frankel, who 
runs a yeshiva for Jews returning 
to the faith. “But this must happen 
before Messiah comes.” Many 
other Orthodox rabbis echo this 
teaching from the Talmud.

While the Talmud was 
composed by men, not God, it is 
helpful for us to know its teachings 
in order to understand why 
religious Jews are so excited about 

the coming of the long-delayed 
Messiah whose name they don’t 
yet know.

The Talmud says that the 
Messiah will come when the 
world is either entirely religious 
or entirely wicked. Think of it as a 
“zero sum game.” If all are wicked, 
the Messiah no longer has reason 
to delay coming and judging the 
world. If all are religious, Messiah 
needn’t wait any longer to come and 
usher in 1,000 years of world peace.

But I have asked several 
Orthodox rabbis if there might be a 
third possibility—what if the world 
becomes polarized between those 
fully religious and those stubbornly 
pagan, with nobody left on the 
fence? Yes, the rabbis replied, this 
would bring the Messiah. 

We are not bound by the 
Talmud, but God’s sifting is going 
on before our very eyes, as attested 
by the New Testament.

“Do you suppose that I came 
to give peace on earth?” Yeshua 
asked the disciples. “I tell you, 
not at all, but rather division . . . 
father will be divided against son . . 
. mother against daughter. . . ” (See 
Luke 12:51-53, NKJV). He was 
predicting the rupture of Jewish 
families, as some Jews would accept 
Him while others would not. 

This is as true today as it 
was 2,000 years ago, and it is 
accelerating rapidly.

In this way, the Lord is 
working today to reverse the 
gravest religious apostasy 
in history, following the 
Emancipation of the Jews in 
Europe in the 1800s and the 
Holocaust of 1939-1945. After 
the recovery of Jerusalem in 
the Six-Day War in June 1967, 
religious Jews sensing the arrival 
of the Messianic age began roving 

the streets, looking for fallen-
away Jews to invite home for “just 
one Shabbat,” and then another. 
Thousands of Jews have come back 
from agnosticism through this 
baal t’shuvah (master of return) 
movement. Today their children 
and grandchildren are becoming 
the second and third generations.

During my fourth visit to 
Israel, my wife Shirah and I had 

dinner at the home of Eric Mahr 
in northern Jerusalem, within sight 
of two Arab settlements. Mahr, 
a baal t’shuvah from Buffalo who 
made aliyah with his wife and 
children, discussed the change of 
heart that Jews must experience 
for the Messiah to come.

“If the Jews will all be worthy 
by keeping kosher and Shabbos, 
God will hurry the Redemption,” 
he told us. “If they do not, then 
every prophecy in the Bible will 
come true, and there will be ‘wars 
and rumors of wars.’” I smiled to 
myself to hear my Orthodox friend 
using the words of Yeshua in 
Matthew 24:6.

True, Jews must do more than 
return to the Law; all men must 
embrace Yeshua Ha-Mashiach. 

But even as teachers of the Law, 
religious Israelis face bitter hostility 
from their own fallen-away people. 
Like Jonah in his day, secular 
Israelis are running from God and 
their calling as His messengers.

And so as we watch the hand 
of God separating the wheat from 
the tares, we must be wise. The 
return of Jews from atheism to 
Judaism mustn’t be viewed solely 
as a return to “the slavery of the 
Law” (much as it is, with many 
Orthodox still persecuting Jewish 
Believers in Yeshua). It is more 
than that. It is the process of God’s 
building up of the ancient Pharisee 
sect so that it will finally come full 
circle and, in time, stop rejecting 
Yeshua of Nazareth. 

Let’s not forget that the 
Church at Jerusalem was actually 
a Messianic Jewish congregation 
that met in someone’s house but 
returned daily to the Temple. These 
Jews found no trouble in fitting 
Yeshua into their existing Pharisee 
Judaism. Neither will today’s 
Orthodox, as more and more of 
them become secret Believers in 
Yeshua, while continuing to attend 
their old synagogues, waiting for 
the others to also be touched by 
the Ruach ha-Kodesh, in God’s 
sovereign time.

“His winnowing fan is in 
His hand,” said Yochanan the 
Immerser, “and He will thoroughly 
clean out His threshing floor, and 
gather the wheat into His barn; but 
the chaff He will burn. . . ” (Luke 
3:17, NKJV). 

GOD’S UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS WITH THE 
PHARISEES BY ANTHONY CARDINALE

“There is a polarization 
going on, religious and 
secular, but this must 

happen before 
Messiah comes.”
—Rabbi Yaakov Frankel

Let both grow together until 

the harvest, and at the time 

of harvest I will say to the 

reapers, “First gather together 

the tares and bind them in 

bundles to burn them, but 

gather the wheat into my 

barn.”  Matthew 13:30 (NKJV)
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God’s Unfinished Business with the Pharisees

Anthony Cardinale is the author of The Red Heifer: A 
Jewish Cry for Messiah and The Revolt of Rabbi Morris 
Cohen. His next book, Searching for Jesus in the Jewish 
Mind, will be released by Messianic Jewish Publishers in 
July 2017.



JOIN JVMI
on an international medical outreach mission 

and bring the compassion and care of 
Yeshua to those in need.

VISIT
jvmi.org/2017outreach or call

800-299-9374 to learn more and 
partner with us.

God has called Jewish Voice to be on the front lines of the 
battle to take the Good News of Yeshua to the world. Now 
we invite you to join us on this journey as together we live 

out the ancient words of Isaiah 40:  

“Prepare the way of the Lord.”
Whether you’re a medical or a non-medical 

professional, we need volunteers like you on medical 
outreaches to Jewish communities in some of the most 

impoverished parts of the world.

We’re preparing the way of the Lord, bringing much-
needed medical treatment and the truth that these 

precious people can have a hope and a future through 
Yeshua the Messiah.

Be a part of these life-changing trips as 
together we prepare the way of the Lord!
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Shalom all and welcome to another Hebrew 
lesson! 

Since the focus of this edition of Jewish Voice 
Today is on the Last Days, we thought we’d teach 
you a bit about the Hebrew words for “Last Days.” 
Reading right to left as is the standard for reading 
Hebrew, it looks like this:

It is pronounced, “ah-cha-REET  haya-MEEM.” 
So, what’s so significant about this? Several things, 
actually.

The first appearance of those words in the 
Scriptures is found in Genesis 49:1 which says, “Jacob 
called his sons and said to them: Gather together so that I 
can tell you what will happen to you in the last days.”

While the story in Genesis 49 is commonly 
viewed as Jacob’s blessing over the 12 sons, it is also 
very much a prophecy specifically regarding what God 
will do and how He will use these tribes in the Last 
Days.

Of particular interest is the future of the Tribe of 
Judah, found in Genesis 49:10:

The scepter will not pass from Judah, nor the ruler’s 
staff from between his feet, until He to whom it 
belongs will come. To him will be the obedience of the 
peoples. 
Scholars have long regarded the term, “Shiloh” 

as a title of the Messiah. In other words, earthly 
kings would rule over Israel and Judah, and then the 

Messiah from the line of Judah would come, and He 
would rule eternally as King.

But there’s something else going on here: the 
“Last Days” are also mentioned in Isaiah 2:2, which 
says, “In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple 
will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will 
be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to 
it” (NIV).

The verses further go on to say that the Messiah 
from the line of Judah will bring peace during those 
Last Days. Why is that so significant?

It’s significant because a major reason why Jewish 
people reject Yeshua as their Messiah is because they 
believe that the Messiah will bring peace when he 
comes. When Yeshua came 2,000 years ago, He didn’t 
bring that peace. Therefore, they say, He can’t be the 
Messiah. 

But what they don’t take into account is that God 
says in His Word that such peace would be brought 
not until the “ah-cha-REET haya-MEEM,” or Last 
Days. Was it the “Last Days” when Yeshua came the 
first time? Of course not, and so indeed, had Yeshua 
brought peace then, He would have gone against the 
timing that God put in place. That’s why, when the 
Last Days do come, Yeshua the Messiah from the 
line of Judah will bring peace, right on schedule. That 
would be “God’s” schedule, not “man’s” schedule.
 

Hebrew School 
RABBI JACKWITH

RABBI JACK ZIMMERMAN

HEBREW LESSON FOR THE LAST DAYS

When the Last Days do come, 
Yeshua will bring peace...right on 
schedule!



Water: it sustains life. 
We need it for drinking, cooking, and washing. 
Animals need it, too. But what happens 
when water is scarce and all users share a 
common source? Disease. The people of 
Woliso, Ethiopia, feel blessed to have any 
water, and even if it makes them sick, they 
have no choice but to use it.  At our recent 
Jewish Voice medical outreach in Woliso, we 
provided safe drinking water to thousands of 
people through the distribution of LifeStraw® water 

filtration devices. We also conducted 
education classes that taught the people 
how to use the LifeStraws® and that clean 
water and simple hygiene practices can 
prevent disease.

A tree limb had
fallen on Jemel, 
and he was unable to walk without 
crutches. A professing Muslim, he 
came to the Jewish Voice medical 
clinic for help. While he was seen at 
the nursing station, team members 
shared the Gospel with him, and he 
accepted Yeshua as his Savior. The 
nurses also prayed for his healing, and shortly afterwards, Jemel 
left the clinic without any assistance.

Doctors performed
262 surgeries at our Woliso 
clinic. Cataract patients return the next day 
for bandage removal, and they are so happy 
and grateful when 
they realize they 
can see again. We 
see everything 
from shy, amazed 
smiles to shouts of 
joy and praise of 
Yeshua.

At our clinic in Woliso, Ethiopia,   
because of your prayers and financial support, we were able to bring   
hope, love, and compassion to those who need it the most:

Total Patients ............................................................................. 10,679
Dental Care ................................................................................... 1,196
Eye Care .......................................................................................... 1,934 
Eyeglasses distributed .............................................................. 1,543
LifeStraws® distributed ............................................................. 6,510

Visited prayer room ................................................................... 1,902
Verbally professed Yeshua ....................................................... 301

 

Please see the enclosed reply form 
to see how you can help us prepare 
the way of the Lord through life-
saving medicines and spiritual 
encouragement to one lost and 
hurting soul at a time.
 
TOGETHER we’ll bring the 
healing power of Yeshua to 
every life we encounter!

 Preparing the Way of the Lord...
    We Couldn't Do It Without YOU!


